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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 4-16, 20-27 and 31-33 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claims 1-3, 17-19 and 28-30 respectively. See MPEP 
§ 608.01(n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-3, 17-19 and 28-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

. ^» 

Timothy et al. (Pub. No: 2003/01 14206). 

Regarding claim 1, Timothy et al. disclose a mass delivery communication system for 
collecting and processing completion data for an item that is to be mass delivered in a 
predetermined area comprising a plurality of particular regions, each containing a plurality of 
delivery sites ([0030]); said system comprising: 

at least one mobile terminal unit (the portable data acquisition device 1, see fig. 22) 
operationally disposed with delivery personnel ([0099]. Specifically, Timothy et al. disclose the 
GPS sensor 310 may assist a delivery person in delivering a package to a specified or desired 
location) and including a transmitter for wireless transmission of delivery data ([0097]. 
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Specifically, Timothy et al. disclose as the appropriate data radio is actuated, the details of the 
particular task may also be stored by the device 1 in a database therein. Subsequently, either in 
real time or on a periodic basis, the database entries may be transmitted to the host system via 
one of the data radios, please see fig. 22 and fig. 23); and 

a processing center 200 located remote from the mobile terminal unit and including a 
receiver for reception of the delivery data from the mobile terminal unit (fig. 22, [0071]. 
Specifically, Timothy et al. disclose the device 1 is generally configured to collect package 
tracking data, typically at a distribution center, at the package delivery location, and in various 
locations therebetween or otherwise, to store the package tracking data, and to forward the 
package tracking data to a mainframe data repository 200 via one of several communication 
devices and methods); 

wherein the mobile terminal unit is programmed to receive input regarding completion of 
delivery in one of the particular regions and to transmit delivery data corresponding to the input 
to the processing center ([0107]. Specifically, Timothy et°al. disclose when the package is 
transported to the destination address, a person accepting the package may be required to sign a 
signature capture window with the stylus 45, provide a fingerprint which may be read, for 
example, through a digitizer function implemented in the display 30, or have a picture taken by, 
for instance, a digital camera implemented in the device 1. At the same time, photographs and/or 
corresponding signatures of authorized personnel may be shown on the display for the delivery 
person's comparison. Thus, not only can the signature, fingerprint, and/or picture be verified 
against the database records, but the signature may also be verified as corresponding to the 
person in the picture and/or the provided fingerprint. In some instances, the device 1 and/or the 
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host system may include automated identification systems for matching and verifying the data 
provided by the person receiving the package to the authorization information contained in the 
database); and 

wherein the processing center is programmed to read, interpret, and display delivery data 
to appropriate parties ([0107]. Specifically, Timothy et al. disclose the data collected from the 
person accepting the package may also be transmitted to the host system and provided upon 
request. Also Timothy et al. disclose real-time package tracking information is expeditiously 
made available for dissemination on request. Further, a manifest of the package or packages 
delivered by the delivery person may, in some instances, be downloaded directly to the 
consignee's personal computer and/or network via the WPAN data radio 350, or the Infrared 
Data Association (IRDA) communication port, or provided in a periodic report to the consignee, 
in section [0104]). 

Regarding claim 2, Timothy et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 1. Further, Timothy 
et al. disclose a mass delivery communication system comprising: a plurality of mobile terminal 
units, each unit being operationally disposed with delivery personnel ([0093]) and including a 
transreceiver for wireless communication of delivery data ([0097]), and each unit being 
programmed to receive input regarding delivery completion of the item in a portion of the 
particular region and wherein the processing center is programmed to read, interpret, and display 
delivery data to appropriate parties ([0095] and [0107]). 

Regarding claim 3, Timothy et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 1. Further, Timothy 
et al. disclose a mass delivery communication system wherein the processing center comprises a 
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host server 200 located remote from the mobile terminal unit(s) (fig. 22, [0071]. Specifically, 
Timothy et al. disclose the device 1 is generally configured to collect package tracking data, 
typically at a distribution center, at the package delivery location, and in various locations 
therebetween or otherwise, to store the package tracking data, and to forward the package 
tracking data to a mainframe data repository 200 via one of several communication devices 
and methods). 

Regarding claim 17, Specifically, Timothy et al. disclose a method of collecting and 
processing delivery completion data, said method comprising the steps of: 

delivering the same item to each of a plurality of delivery sites in a first particular region 
of a predetermined area comprising a plurality of particular regions ([0104]. Specifically, 
Timothy et al. disclose when a driver delivers a package to a consignee, the driver uses the GPS 
sensor 310 to obtain the GPS position information of the consignee's actual physical location. 
The driver uses the scanner 55 of the portable data acquisition device 1 to capture the package 
tracking data from the package or packages to be delivered and retrieves the corresponding 
destination address from the delivery information that was previously downloaded to the 
portable data acquisition device 1 from the central host system 200 via the WLAN and/or 
WW AN data radios 340, 330); and 

inputting delivery completion in the first particular region into a mobile terminal unit 
operationally disposed with delivery personnel ([0107] and [0104]. Specifically, Timothy et al. 
disclose the driver uses the scanner 55 of the portable data acquisition device 1 to capture the 
package tracking data from the package or packages to be delivered and retrieves the 
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corresponding destination address from the delivery information that was previously 
downloaded to the portable data acquisition device 1 from the central host system 200 via 

the WLAN and/or WWAN data radios 340, 330, in section [0104]); 

transmitting delivery data corresponding to the input to a processing center located 
remote from the mobile terminal unit; and reading, interpreting, and displaying the delivery data 
to appropriate parties ([0107]. Timothy et al. disclose the data collected from the person 
accepting the package may also be transmitted to the host system and provided upon request. 
Also Timothy et al. disclose real-time package tracking information is expeditiously made 
available for dissemination on request. Further, a manifest of the package or packages delivered 
by the delivery person may, in some instances, be downloaded directly to the consignee's 
personal computer and/or network via the WPAN data radio 350, or the Infrared Data 
Association (ERDA) communication port, or provided in a periodic report to the consignee, in 
section [0104]). 

Regarding claim 18, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 17. 

Regarding claim 19, Timothy et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 17. Further, 
Timothy et al. disclose a method wherein said transmitting step comprises transmission of the 
delivery data to a host server located remote from the mobile terminal unit(s) ([0071]. 
Specifically, Timothy et al. disclose the device 1 is generally configured to collect package 
tracking data, typically at a distribution center, at the package delivery location, and in various 
locations there between or otherwise, to store the package tracking data, and to forward the 
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package tracking data to a mainframe data repository 200 via one of several communication 
devices and methods). 

Regarding claim 28, Timothy et al. a mass delivery communication system for collecting 
and processing delivery completion for an item that is to be mass delivered in predetermined 
areas, each comprising a plurality of particular regions each containing a plurality of delivery 
sites; said system comprising: 

a mobile terminal unit operationally disposed in each of the predetermined areas ([0104]. 
Timothy et al. disclose the corresponding destination address from the delivery information 
that was previously downloaded to the portable data acquisition device 1 from the central 
host system 200 via the WLAN and/or WW AN data radios 340, 330); and 

a processing center 200 located remote from the mobile terminal units (fig. 22, [0071]. 
Timothy et al. disclose the device 1 is generally configured to collect package tracking data, 
typically at a distribution center, at the package delivery location, and in various locations there 
between or otherwise, to store the package tracking data, and to forward the package tracking 
data to a mainframe data repository 200 via one of several communication devices and 
methods); 

wherein each of the mobile terminal units is programmed to receive input regarding 
delivery completion in the corresponding particular region and to transmit delivery data 
corresponding to the input to the processing center ([0107]. Specifically, Timothy et al. disclose 
when the package is transported to the destination address, a person accepting the package 
may be required to sign a signature capture window with the stylus 45, provide a 
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fingerprint which may be read, for example, through a digitizer function implemented in 
the display 30, or have a picture taken by, for instance, a digital camera implemented in the 
device 1. At the same time, photographs and/or corresponding signatures of authorized personnel 
may be shown on the display for the delivery person's comparison. Thus, not only can the 
signature, fingerprint, and/or picture be verified against the database records, but the signature 
may also be verified as corresponding to the person in the picture and/or the provided fingerprint. 
In some instances, the device 1 and/or the host system may include automated identification 
systems for matching and verifying the data provided by the person receiving the package to the 
authorization information contained in the database); and 

wherein the processing center is programmed to read, interpret, and display delivery data 
to appropriate parties ([0107]. Timothy et al. disclose the data collected from the person 
accepting the package may also be transmitted to the host system and provided upon request. 
Also Timothy et al. disclose real-time package tracking information is expeditiously made 
available for dissemination on request. Further, a manifest of the package or packages delivered 
by the delivery person may, in some instances, be downloaded directly to the consignee's 
personal computer and/or network via the WPAN data radio 350, or the Infrared Data 
Association (IRDA) communication port, or provided in a periodic report to the consignee, in 
section [0104]). 

Regarding claim 29, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 19. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Timothy et al. 
(Pub. No: 2003/01 14206) in view of Petite et al. (Pub. No: 2005/0043059) 

Regarding claim 30, Timothy et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 28. But, Timothy 
et al. do not disclose a mass delivery communication system wherein the host server is operably 
connected to the Internet and the delivery information is transferred to a website on the Internet. 

In the same field of endeavor, Petite et al. disclose a mass delivery communication 
system wherein the host server is operably connected to the Internet and the delivery information 
is transferred to a website on the Internet ([0035]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the portable data acquisition device of Timothy et al. by 
specifically including the host server is operably connected to the Internet and the delivery 
information is transferred to a website on the Internet, as taught by Petite et al., the motivation 
being in order to provide the transmit signal to the wireless communication network and receive 
messages from the wireless communication network. 
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Conclusion 



6. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



Gastouniotis et al. (U.S. 5438329) remote instrument reading and telemetry system 

Perry et al. (Pub. No : 2001001 108) limiting access signal delivered 

Jones (U.S. 6904359) notification based upon occurance of event 

Astrom et al. (U.S. 6134441) telemetry application numbering for SMS and USSD 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dai A Phuong whose telephone number is 571-272-7896. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on 703-305-4385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Dai Phuong 

AU: 2685 

Date: 07-07-2005 
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